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At the commencement of my tour among the tea estates, to inspect the situations of the cooly lines, and the condition of the people on the different estates, I To all outward appearances, the people in both places were otherwise under similar conditions, but one portion of them were sleeping close to a malarious source and fully exposed to it, while the other lay equally exposed, only separated by a greater distance from the grass land. The reason of this soon became apparent: they were exposed to a patch of high grass, in which were many pits and water lodgements, without any shrub intervening, whilst the rest of the houses had a quantity of thick shrub jungle lying between them and the grass-covered ground.
I might multiply instances of dwellings situated in localities resembling in character those above described; but all such I have always found eminently unhealthy.
Putla Kawah in Bhootan, where the 19th Native Infantry were located during the rains of 1865, resembled in many respects the situation of some of the factories in Assam, and I hope a brief notice of its surroundings will not be deemed inappropriate here, especially as the place has attained some notoriety in the annals of maladies.
The site was an elevated plateau, some feet higher than the extensive plain surrounding it, about 5 miles south of the foot of the hills. The plain was rough and pitted, covered by grass and reed jungle, no trees or shrubs anywhere near.
The situation was open in all directions, and this, I learnt, was one if not the main reason for its having been selected as a place upon which to locate our troops. Nevertheless, it proved fearfully sickly, as the experience of those who lived at the place has shown.
Sterility was an important feature among the many ailments which imported laborers were subject to on tea gardens situated such as those I have described.
At Tiphoot, Loajan, Punkah, Bidettie and many others, during their sickly times, none of the women became pregnant, and those who arrived at the places in that state, suifered from miscarriage, or the infants died soon after birth.
I never could discover the existence of any foul practices, and it is my belief that if any thing of the kind occurred, it was very exceptional. For as the laborers' health and condition improved, they got families.
I have noticed that the coolies both in Assam and the "West Indies are fond of children and take great care of them. The question naturally suggests itself?Do grasses in rendering to the earth and air again the elements which constituted their forms, evolve some entity in great force and abundance different from other orders; or is it only that their texture being looser and less consolidated and capable of great radiating capacity, they undergo decay quicker than others, which are of a more durable constitution ?
(To be continued.)
